WHAT'S THERE IN THE NAME?

The November 2003 RNJ News Letter reports on the issue of a medal
honoring the Grand Duke Georgii of Russia. The legend on the cbv. side
of this medal reads: E. H. B. BEJBEKAA KH%3b PEOPIHA MAXARJIOBAY which is
interpreted as HIS IMPERIAL HIGHNESS GRAND DUKE GEORGII MIKHAILOVICH.
There appear to be two discrepancies in this inscription — one major
and one minor. 1) The abbreviation H.I.H. or its fully spelled form is
ar address and is not part of the royal title. It iz used more or less
as a proncun when formally addressing, refering to or introducing a
member of the royal family, and therefore does not belong on the said
medal. 2) The less serious discrepancy is the spelling of Grand Dhke's
patronimic MHXARNOBHY. The preferred form for the first names and
patronimic for members of the Romanov family was the old Russian
spelling +..MBXAHMOBHY(b) {B instead of #A)or ...S0EONOPOBHA, for Empress
Alexandra (®EO... instead of ®B...), or CEPrifi (instead of CEPTBA for
GM's younger brother), etc. but the revolution of 1917 changed all
that. Flrst, after the March abdication of Nicols II, he became
"former Grand Duke Georgii Mikhailovich® and then, after the October
bolshevik coup d'etat, his social status was downgraded to "citizen
Romanov"™.

Over the last one hundred years of Romanov rule in Russia there
appeared over a dozen medals honoring or commemerating members of the
royal family and proper use of their titles on them can be seen cn
plate II of Y.B. Iversen's work on medals of the reign of Alexander
II, SPB 1880. ,

This problem of how one properly addresses a Russian grand duke
has also been addressed by the GM's older brother Grand Duke Alexander
during his tour of United States over seventy years ago. In his book
entitled: «Always a Grand Duke», Garden City, N.Y., on pages 272-273
he wrices:

This also happened in Los Angeles.

"Say, what's your name, anyway?" asked a gentleman seated next to
me at a luncheon during the course of which 1 had been addressed in
turn as "Your Highness,” "Excellency," and "Monseigneur.”

"My name ls Alexander. "

"Alexander what?"

"Alexander nothing, just Alexander."

"Now listen,” he sald impatiently, "let's get this matter
straight... Didn't your folks have a last name of some description?”

I confessed that there was a last name in otr family but that a
well-established custom precluded our being addressed by that name. In
order to make myself. thoroughly understood I pointed out that while
the intimate friends of the Prince of Wales may call him "David" or’
"Edward, * he has never been referred to as "Mr. Windsor," so far.

My neigtbor shook his head dubiously and remained silent for a
while.

"Now then," he exclaimed suddenly, "let'a suppose [or argument's
sake that my name is Johnny Walker. Would I be introduced to you as
Mr. Johnny or as Mr. Walker?"

"You would be introduced to me as Mr. Walker, to be sure, but had
that been my name 1 should have been introduced to you as Grand Duke
Jehnny. "

"That settles it," he admitted gloomily. "You win".
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